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Bits and Pieces from the President’s Pen

J.R. Ensey
Laughing at Paul    
God inspired the apostle Paul to write seventy-five verses—the first three chapters of I Corinthians—to the church in Corinth comparing heavenly wisdom with worldly philosophy. After reading that section, how can anyone who claims to be a Christian mock those who depend on wisdom from above in their counseling? Should those who have basically rejected the teachings of the Word as sufficient and opted for the worldly philosophy scorn ministers and laymen who lean on God’s wisdom in their counseling? Are they actually laughing at Paul? Evidently.

It does appear that they would put the apostle in the same category as those who don’t seek a degree in psychology but prefer to counsel the Word and apply the wisdom of God. If he were here today they would be shaming him for offering so much advice to Christians. His training was in a totally different discipline. He was not educated to be a spiritual counselor or psychotherapist, but rather as a tutor of the Jewish law. Tsk, tsk.

Laugh if they must, but he who laughs last, laughs best. His counsel has stood for 2000 years and has “cured” millions of souls. Paul counseled the cross, because he knew that is where the power is (I Corinthians 1:18)? Where are whole who came through the psychiatrist’s office? “For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?” (I Corinthians 1:19,20).


Laugh with Paul, not at him.


What dwells in us?

“Let the word [spoken by] Christ (the Messiah) have its home [in your hearts and minds] and dwell in you in [all its] richness, as you teach and admonish and train one another in all insight and intelligence and wisdom [in spiritual things]” (Colossians 3:16 AMP). 

These words were submitted by the apostle Paul to the saints in Colosse, a city in Asia Minor (modern Turkey). His encouragement to focus on the words of Christ reflected his commitment to the command of Jesus to “learn of me” (Matthew 11:29). He had indeed sat at the feet of the Lord, evidently in virtual seclusion after his conversion (Galatians 1:16,17). Only then did he launch into a wide public ministry of speaking and writing. His former education was set aside in favor of totally immersing himself in the Word.

Whatever dwells in us is what sloshes out when we are bumped by negative people and negative circumstances in life. If we are full of ourselves, as many are in this age of narcissism, we are likely to spill out anger, resentment or vengeance—or any number of the works of the flesh. If we are “filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18) something better will spill over. If we are filled with the Word we are likely to draw on a promise or recall a portion of Scripture that will generate grace rather than a growl. 

Likewise, when counselors who are filled with philosophies of men are tapped for guidance, they are likely to pour out what has been put into them, at best integrating those philosophies with a few Bible verses to “Christianize” their counsel. But when we allow the “word of Christ to dwell in [us] richly,” we will share with them the wisdom of God. Paul says that even “the foolishness of God is wiser than men” (I Corinthians 1:23). 

What dwells in YOU, dear reader? 

 

*********************************************************************************
Do it Afraid [image: image1.wmf]
By Lynda Allison Doty
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
II Timothy 1:7

The Bible is a source of divine wisdom for the prevention of panic. In Philippians 4:4-8, God promises His peace to all who will trust in Him in the midst of calamity and daily stressors: “Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again -- rejoice! Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will experience God's peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. And now, dear brothers and sisters, let me say one more thing as I close this letter. Fix your thoughts on what is true and honorable and right. Think about things that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” 
I, like most people I suppose, sometimes struggle with panic. I have felt tightness in my chest and shortness of breath. “Am I having a heart attack?” I thought. Intense fear enveloped me. Wanting to escape, I left work and headed for the hospital. Of course, the doctors found nothing wrong. 


     If I gave in to the fear, I could very well become homebound like many I know. But I have learned how to best deal with the panic attacks. I find comfort through my faith in God. Jesus said, “. . . Be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). I’m comforted to know that Jesus is always with me -- even during a panic attack. 

    I immediately pray to God. The Bible says, “Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about what happens to you” (1 Peter 5:7). Choosing to trust instead of fear is not easy when I am going through a panic attack. When I pray during a panic attack, I realize that I am not alone. God’s comforting presence takes the sting out of the attack.

And I praise. This is true: we can praise our way through any situation. The Bible tells us: God inhabits the praises of His people. If God is there, the enemy has to leave. The spirit of fear is our enemy. Do not tolerate it. Do not let it hang around.

Long ago I  learned three words that have guided me through almost everything. They are: “Do it Afraid.” Courage is not the lack of fear; courage is moving on in spite of it. Do it afraid!
***************************************************************************************

We can sit around feeling lost and hopeless—we can go to the bottom and languish in depression—or we can do as this writer does. Read on:

A New Beginning

by Pam Eddings

Discouraged?

Regrets over past failures or lost opportunities?

Broken relationships?

Unkind words spoken in anger?

Neglected prayer and Bible reading?

Have you experienced one or more of the items in this list and felt like there was no point in trying to pray because God was surely mad at you for “messing up” again?

One morning I found myself in this place. As I went down the list of all my shortcomings, the Lord spoke to me and told me to open my Bible to the place I had bookmarked from my daily Bible reading. I knew I was reading in Lamentations and wondered what God could say to me from that book. I opened my Bible and began reading.

“It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” (3:22-23)

Tears filled my eyes as I realized anew how much God loves me. If He wanted to, He could “snuff me out” when I sin, but instead He extends mercy and compassion to me. The Psalmist says He is “slow to anger” and remembers that I am dust, subject to failure. (Psalm 103:8,14) If I have compassion on my children when they fail, how much more does my Heavenly Father have compassion on me? When I come to Him in repentance, He forgives and wipes my slate clean. Every day I wake up with a clean slate, a fresh start, a new beginning.

Great is His faithfulness!

*************************************************************************************************
Eighth Annual Training Conference 2009!
  Indianapolis, Indiana
October 15,16, 2009
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The Radisson Hotel at the Indianapolis Airport
Reservations: (888) 201-1718 US Toll Free

Those who are interested in learning the biblical method of helping others to emotional health are invited. For those on track to certification, this is your opportunity to finish and receive your certificate. All are welcome to attend. 
You will receive a big WELCOME at the annual ISC Training Conference. 
 Each year we have a powerful time at our annual training conference. Successful attendance at the conference satisfies the resident training requirement for certification, but we are also finding that our graduates are returning year after year. What better place to fellowship with others of like mind! We make room for some fun, but our conferences are actually a lot of hard word crammed into two days. Our attendees leave feeling refreshed but exhausted!
This is not a conference just for preachers. Anyone interested in the counseling ministry is encouraged to attend. 

Rooms are specially priced for us at $79. Be sure to tell them you are with ISC to get that rate. Cut-off date for the room rate is October 5, so you'll need to make your reservations prior to that date to be assured of getting a room at that rate. 
Reservations: (888) 201-1718 US Toll Free
You may register for the conference online by credit card: www.advancedministries.org  or by printing out this page, 
including your registration fee made payable to "ISC" and mail to 

ISC
PO Box 936
Winnsboro, SC 29180

Yes! I want to be a part! Please put me down!

 Name_______________________________________________________________

 Address_____________________________________________________________

 City, State, Zip_________________________________________________
 Number Attending_______________________

 I will_________ will not________ be attending banquet. (Banquet is included in tuition)

 Check the one(s) that apply:

 First Time Attending - $225.00                                    Enclosed:__________________
 Alumnus - $49.00                                                          Enclosed:_________________

 First Night Only (Observer) $25.00                              Enclosed:__________________
 Couple (Spouse not participating) $275.00                   Enclosed:__________________
 Couple (Both spouses full participants) $435.00          Enclosed:___________________

 Enclose this page along with check or money order made payable to ISC and mail to: 
ISC
P.O. Box 936
Winnsboro, SC29180
 

 








